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Art Unit: Unknown 



For: 



INTERNALIZED COMPONENT 



FOR FUEL TANKS 
Attorney Docket No: 10541-1815 

Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



This Petition is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.10(e) to accord the 
above-referenced application a filing date of July 21, 2003, the date of deposit with 
the United States Postal Service as "Express Mail", and to request issuance of an 
official Filing Receipt reflecting the same. 

Factual Background 

On July 21, 2003, the above-referenced patent application (a copy of which is 
enclosed as Attachment A) was finalized for filing with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (the "Office") via the U.S. Postal Service's "Express Mail" service. 
Express Mail label number, EV329457020US, was applied to the transmittal 
accompanying the application and the application, transmittal and return postcard 
were placed in the corresponding Express Mail envelope. 

This Express Mail envelope, along with several other Express Mail envelopes, 
were picked up at the law offices of the undersigned on July 21, 2003 by an 
employee of the United States Postal Service. Written confirmation of this pickup is 
evidenced by the attached United States Postal Service Pickup Service Statement 
(enclosed as Attachment B), which clearly bears the signature of the United States 
Postal Service employee and the pickup date of July 21 , 2003. 
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Sir: 



GILSON 



Chicago, IL 60610 
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Since the depositing of this application with the United States Postal Service 
and including the date of this Petition, no return receipt postcard has been received 
from the Office. Additionally, no official filing receipt has been received from the 
Office. 

Upon discovering that no return receipt postcard or official filing receipt had 
been received, the undersigned attempted to confirm receipt of the application by 
utilizing the Office's PAIR system. No confirmation of receipt of the application could 
be made. 

Thereafter, the undersigned confirmed through the United States Postal 
Service that the application had been delivered to the Office, at its Arlington, Virginia 
address, and had been signed for by J. Steikel. A copy of the United States Postal 
Service Track confirm received (bearing the Express Mail label number) is enclosed 
as Attachment C. 

Further, a customer copy of the Express Mail Label showing the date in as 
July 21, 2003, the requested filing date, is provided as Attachment D. 

Requirements For Grantable Petition 
According to 37 C.F.R. 1.10(e): 

(1) The Petition must be filed promptly; 

(2) The number of the Express Mail mailing label must have been placed 
on the correspondence prior to the original filing; 

(3) The Petition must include (a) a copy of the originally deposited papers 
showing the number of the Express Mailing label thereon; (b) a copy of the Express 
Mailing label showing the in date; (c) a copy of any other official notation by the U.S. 
Postal Service relied upon to show the date of deposit; and (d) if the requested filing 
date is different than the date in on the Express Mail mailing label, a showing which 
establishes that the requested filing date was the date the correspondence was 
deposited in the Express Mail Post Office prior to the last scheduled pickup for that 
day. 

(4) The Petition must include a statement which establishes the original 
deposit of the correspondence and that the copy of the correspondence, the copy of 
the Express Mail mailing label, and the copy of any return post card receipt, and any 
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official notation entered by the United States Postal Service are true copies of the 
originals. 

Conclusion 

In accordance with §1.1 0(e)(1), the circumstances described above establish 
this Petition is being promptly filed on November 13, 2003, discover of not having 
received a return receipt post card receipt or official filing receipt from the Office. 

In accordance with §1. 10(e)(2), the number of the Express Mailing label EV 
329457020US was placed on the original correspondence, as shown on the 
Transmittal of Attachment A. 

In accordance with §1.1 0(e)(3), Attachment A is a copy of the original 
correspondence (the above-referenced patent application, a Transmittal in duplicate, 
3 sheets of drawings, a Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney, an 
Assignment Recordation Cover Sheet and Assignment, an Information Disclosure 
Statement, a PTO Form 1449), showing the number of the Express Mailing label on 
the Transmittal. Also enclosed is a copy of the Express Mailing label bearing the "in- 
date" of July 21 , 2003; a copy of the United States Postal Service Track and Confirm 
statement indicating delivery to and signed for by an employee of the Office; and a 
copy of the Pickup Service Statement bearing the number of the "Express Mail" 
mailing label, the date of pickup of July 21, 2003 and bearing the signature of a 
United States Postal Service employee. 

In accordance with §1. 10(e)(4), original signed statements from the persons 
preparing and depositing the application with the United States Postal Service are 
also attached. The statement recites all copies of the original correspondence, the 
mailing label, and pickup service statement, are true copies of the originals. 
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Accordingly, it is respectfully requested the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office accord this application a filing date as of July 21, 2003, the date of 
deposit with the U.S. Postal Service as "Express Mail", issue an official filing receipt 
reflecting the same and place the application for examination. 




Attorney/Agent for Applicant 

Enclosures: 

Attachment A: Utility Transmittal in duplicate, 
3 sheets of drawings, 

a Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney, 
an Assignment Recordation Cover Sheet and Assignment, 
an Information Disclosure Statement, a PTO Form 1449 
Attachment B: United States Postal Service Pickup Service Statement 
Attachment C: United States Postal Service Track Confirm 
Attachment D: Customer Copy of the Express Mail Label 
Declaration of Shirley Courey 
Declaration of Samantha Thomas 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

n re Appln. of: KNAGGS, et al 
Appln. No.: 

Filed: July 21, 2003 



For: INTERNALIZED COMPONENT 

FOR FUEL TANKS 

Attorney Docket No: 1 0541-1 815 



Examiner: Unknown 
Art Unit: Unknown 



Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF SAMANTHA THOMAS 
UNDER 37C.F.R. §1 .10(e) 

Dear Sir: 

I, Samantha Thomas, hereby declare that: 

1 . I am a receptionist at the law offices of Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione. 

2. I confirmed the pickup of the "Express Mail" package bearing the 
Express Mail Label Number EV329457020US from the Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione 
Express Mail outgoing mailbox by a United States Postal Service employee on July 
21, 2003. 

3. I received a Pickup Service Statement, signed by the United States 
Postal Service employee, confirming that the "Express Mail" package bearing 
Express Mail Label Number EV329457020US and the pickup date of July 21, 2003. 

4. The copies enclosed herewith are true copies of the Express Mail label 
and Pickup Service Statement as originally mailed or received. 

5. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
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like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 
of the United States Code, and that such willful false statement may jeopardize the 
validity of the above-identified application, and any patent issuing thereon or any 
patent to which this declaration is direction. 



Dated: f\r*lPJrlnPr MADD? 

' Samantha Thomas 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Appln. of: KNAGGS, et al 
Appln. No.: 

Filed: July 21, 2003 



For: INTERNALIZED COMPONENT 

FOR FUEL TANKS 

Attorney Docket No: 10541-1815 



Examiner: Unknown 
Art Unit: Unknown 



Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF SHIRLEY COUREY 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.1 0(e) 

Dear Sir: 

I, Shirley Courey, hereby declare that: 

1. I am the legal secretary for Michael N. Spink, an attorney with Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Lione. 

2. At the request of Michael N. Spink, I deposited the above-referenced 
Patent Application, a Utility Transmittal in duplicate, 3 sheets of drawings, a 
Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney, an Assignment Recordation Cover 
Sheet and Assignment, an Information Disclosure Statement, a PTO Form 1449 
(one sheet) and cited references as "Express Mail" in the Brinks Hofer Gilson & 
Lione Express Mail outgoing mailbox on July 21, 2003. 

3. The Express Mail envelope, Patent Application, and Utility Transmittal 
all included the Express Mail label number EV329457020US. 

4. The copies enclosed herewith are true copies of the correspondence 
and mailing label as originally mailed. 
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5. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 
of the United States Code, and that such willful false statement may jeopardize the 
validity of the above-identified application, and any patent issuing thereon or any 
patent to which this declaration is direction. 

Dated: /A/?^3 ^W^J^ C^mju^a 



Shirley Cour£y- 
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In re Application of: Richard Allen Knaggs et al. 
For: INTERNALIZED COMPONENT FOR FUEL TANKS 
Attorney Docket No: 10541-1815 
Express Mail" mailing label number EV 329457020 US 
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MS Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is a new application under 37 C.F.R. §1. 53(b), including the following elements and other papers: 



1. H 



8 



□ 



Specification, including 13 pages of application (including title page, claims and Abstract), 3 sheet(s) of drawings, 
and the following Appendices: . 

Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney (3 pages) (H Executed □ Unexecuted) 
Information Disclosure Statement, including Form PTO-1449 (3 sheets) and copies of references cited 
Assignment Recordation Cover Sheet and attached assignment to: Visteon Global Technologies. Inc. . 
Other 



Return Postcards (2) 
Fee calculation and payment 



Other Than 



Claims as Filed 


Col. 1 


Col. 2 


Small Entity 




Small Entity 


For 


No. Filed 


No. Extra 




Rate 


Fee 


or 


Rate 


Fee 


Basic Fee 










$ 375 


or 




$ 750 


Total Claims 


20 


0 




x$9= 


$ 


or 


x$18= 


$0 


Indep. Claims 


2 


0 




x$42= 


$ 


or 


x$84= 


$0 


Multiple Dependent Claims Present 




+$140= 


$ 


or 


+$280= 


$ 


*lf the difference in col. 1 is less than zero, 
enter "0" in col. 2. 


Total 


$ 


or 


Total 


$750.00 



□ 
0 



A check in the amount of $_ 



. to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 



Please charge my Deposit Account No. 06-1500 in the amount of $ 750.00 . A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1500. A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
S Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR §1.16. 
S Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17. 
H The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees during the pendency of this 
application or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1500. A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
S Any filing fees under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 6 for presentation of extra claims. 
Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1.17. 
Correspondence Address: Please address all future communications to: 

Michael N. Spink 
BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LI ONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 

(734) 302-6000 



Date 




Michael N. Spink /Reg.No 
H Attorney/Agent 
□ 37 C.F.R. 1.34(a) 
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Sir 



Transmitted herewith is a new application under 37 C.F.R. §1. 53(b). including the following elements and other papers: 
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and the following Appendices: . 



1. s 



2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 



□ 



Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney (3 pages) (13 Executed □ Unexecuted) 
Information Disclosure Statement, including Form PTO-1449 (3 sheets) and copies of references cited 
Assignment Recordation Cover Sheet and attached assignment to: Visteon Global Technologies. Inc 
Other " ~~ " — - 
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$0 
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. to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 
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Please charge my Deposit Account No. 06-1500 in the amount of $750.00 . A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1 500. A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
G3 Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR § 1.16. 
S Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 7. 
EJ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees during the pendency of this 
application or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1500. A copy of this Transmittal is enclosed. 
S Any filing fees under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 6 for presentation of extra claims. 
S Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1.17. 
Correspondence Address: Please address ail future communications to: 

Michael N. Spink 
BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(734) 302-6000 



Date 




Michael N. Spink , 
H Attomey/Agen? 
□ 37 C.F.R. 1.34(a) 
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INTERNALIZED COMPONENT FOR FUEL TANKS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates generally to internalizing components in 

automobile fuel tanks, and more particularly relates to attaching components to the 
inner wall of blow-molded fuel tanks. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] Attaching a component internally within a blow-molded fuel tank is a 
complicated process. Generally, these internal components have been designed 
with weld feet on the appropriate portions for attachment to the inner wall of the tank. 
The component is placed on a blow pin and is inserted inside a molten plastic 
parison. The weld feet are then melted into the molten parison as the fuel tank mold 
is closed. 

[0003] Unfortunately, this method results in several drawbacks. For example, 
this process increases the manufacturing cycle time and destructive testing must be 
done to assure that the welding of the weld feet is secure to the tank shell. Finally, 
these internalized components are difficult to service. Accordingly, there exists a 
need to provide an improved method or structure for attaching a component 
internally within a blow-molded fuel tank. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0004] The present invention provides an assembly for internal placement of a 
component within a vehicle fuel tank. The assembly generally includes a first 
housing having a first projection form thereon and a second housing having a 

1 
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second projection form thereon. The second housing is adjustable relative to the 
first housing, and a spring biases the first and second housings apart. The fuel tank 
is defined in part by a first wall and a second wall. The first wall includes a first 
depression sized to receive the first projection and the second wall includes a 
second depression sized to receive the second projection. In this way, the first and 
second projections are biased into the first and second depressions to securely hold 
the component within the vehicle fuel tank. 

[0005] According to more detailed aspects, the component and the first and 
second housings are located entirely within the fuel tank. That is, the component 
does not utilize an access opening extending through the fuel tank wall to provide 
secure attachment. A pin may be attached to the first housing to limit the movement 
of the second housing relative to the first housing. Preferably, the first housing 
telescopically receives the second housing. The first housing may contain a grade 
vent valve, and a third housing may be positioned between the first and second 
housings. Here, the spring engages the second and third housings to bias the 
second housing away from the first and third housings. The third housing 
telescopically engages the second housing. 

[0006] The first and second projections are preferably tapered to promote 
seating of the projections within the depressions. The first and second projections 
may include a key member which corresponds to key holes defined by the first and 
second depressions. In order to prevent rotation of the housings and the 
component, the projections may have a non-circular cross-sectional shape. 
Preferably, the first and second projections have an oblong cross-sectional shape. 
The first and second depressions are preferably formed on first and second plateaus 
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raised from the surface of the first and second walls. This helps the manufacturer to 
identify the location of attachment. Further, the first and second housings can define 
a rim from which the projection extends to promote seating on the plateau. 
[0007] In another embodiment of the present invention, a component is 

provided for internal placement within a vehicle fuel tank. The component generally 
includes a first housing and a second housing. A spring biases the first and second 
housings apart. A first connection member is attached to the first housing and a 
second connection member is attached to the second housing. The second housing 
is adjustable relative to the first housing to position the first and second connection 
members for selective engagement of the fuel tank. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0008] The accompanying drawings incorporated in and forming a part of the 
specification illustrate several aspects of the present invention, and together with the 
description serve to explain the principles of the invention. In the drawings: 
[0009] FIG. 1 is a front view of a component for internal placement within a 
vehicle fuel tank; 

[0010] FIG. 2 is a front view of an assembly having the component shown in 
FIG. 1 internally attached to a vehicle fuel tank; and 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken about the line 3-3 of FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] Turning now to the figures, FIG. 1 depicts a front view of a component 
10 for internal placement within a vehicle fuel tank 12 (FIG. 2). For purposes of 
illustrating the present invention, the component 10 has been shown as including a 
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grade vent valve 14 which includes a first housing 16. The details of the valve 14 
will not be described here, but suffice it to say that a grade vent valve is a typical fuel 
tank component which closes off the flow of fuel from the tank based on the grade or 
angular position of the valve 14 and vehicle relative to the ground. Nonetheless, it 
will be recognized by those skilled in the art that numerous other components that 
are desired to be located within the fuel tank 12 may be employed in accordance 
with the teachings of the present invention. 

[0013] The component 10 further includes a second housing 18 and a third 

housing 20. While the first and second housings 16, 18 have been shown as 
separate elements connected by screws 22, it will be recognized that the first and 
second housings 16, 18 may be integrally formed as a single housing member. The 
second and third housings 18, 20 are tubular in shape, and the second housing 18 
telescopically receives the third housing 20. It will be recognized that the third 
housing 20 could also telescopically receive the second housing 18. In either case, 
the inner housing member could comprise a solid member, although the housing 
preferably has a tubular shape. It can be seen in FIG. 2 that the first, second and 
third housings 16, 18, 20, and more specifically the entire component 10 is located 
entirely within the fuel tank 12. That is, the component 10 does not utilize an access 
opening into the tank 12 to secure the component 10 therein. Stated another way, 
the receiving members 50, 52 and their depressions 56, 60 are horizontally spaced 
from the access opening. 

[0014] As best seen in the cross-sectional view of FIG. 3, the second housing 
18 telescopically receives the third housing 20, and a spring 24 is interposed 
between the housings 18, 20. More specifically, the spring 24 is positioned within 
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the second housing 18 and engages a first end 26 of the first housing 16 and a first 
end 28 of the third housing 20. The spring 24 biases the second and third housings 
18, 20 away from each other, i.e., in opposing directions. A pin 19 extends through 
the second housing 18 and limits the distance which the third housing 20 may 
extend into the second housing 18. 

[0015] The first housing 14 includes a first connection member 30 at its free 

end 32, while the third housing 20 includes a second connection member 34 at its 
free end 36. The first connection member 30 generally includes a projection 38 
extending away from a flange 40. Similarly, the second connection member 34 
includes a projection 42 extending away from a flange 44. 

[0016] As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the connection members 30, 34 are 
structured to correspond with receiving members 50, 52 formed in the fuel tank 12. 
More specifically, the fuel tank 12 is defined in part by a lower wall 46 and an 
opposing upper wall 48. As best seen in FIG. 3, the receiving member 50 is 
integrally formed in the lower wall 46 and includes a raised portion or plateau 54 
defining a depression 56. Similarly, the upper tank wall 48 includes the receiving 
member 52 integrally formed therein, defined by a raised plateau 58 having a 
depression 60 formed therein. The depressions 56, 60 are sized and structured to 
correspond to the projections 38, 42 defined by the first and third housings 16, 20. 
The flanges 40, 44 are structured to rest against the exposed surface of the plateaus 
54, 58. 

[0017] As shown in the figures, the projections 38, 42 are tapered, as are the 
corresponding depressions 56, 60. This aids in the proper seating of the component 
10 within the fuel tank 12. As also shown, the projections 38, 42 have a circular 
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cross-sectional shape. However, it will be recognized that the projections 38, 42 
may have any desired shape. One preferred shape is a non-circular shape, such as 
a polygonal or oblong shape. Such non-circular cross-sectional shapes aid in 
restricting the motion of the component 10, and more specifically the first and 
second housings 16, 20. By virtue of the non-circular shape, the structural members 
(i.e., housings 16, 18, 20) will be prevented from rotating within the tank 12. To the 
same end, the first and second projections 38, 42 could also include a radially 
extending key member (not shown) which corresponds with a key hole or key slot 
formed into the depressions 56, 60. 

[0018] In operation, the fuel tank 12 is molded with the receiving members 50, 
52 integrally formed therein. The component 10 is then inserted through an access 
opening, and the third housing 20 is displaced relative to the second housing 18 to 
shorten the overall length of the component 10. The projections 38, 42 are then 
located within the depressions 56, 60, and the biasing force provided by spring 24 
presses the first housing 16 and its projection 38 into engagement with the 
depression 60 formed in the upper wall 48 of the tank 12. Similarly, the third 
housing 20 is biased downwardly such that the projection 42 engages the 
depression 56 of the lower wall 46 of the fuel tank 12. In this way, the relative 
positioning of the first and second connection members 30, 34 (biased apart from 
each other via spring 24) allows for selective engagement of the fuel tank 12, and in 
turn such as the attachment of the component 10. This provides easy servicing of 
the component 10 while being nondestructive of the fuel tank 12. 
[0019] The foregoing description of various embodiments of the invention has 
been presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be 
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exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise embodiments disclosed. 
Numerous modifications or variations are possible in light of the above teachings. 
The embodiments discussed were chosen and described to provide the best 
illustration of the principles of the invention and its practical application to thereby 
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in various embodiments 
and with various modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated. All 
such modifications and variations are within the scope of the invention as 
determined by the appended claims when interpreted in accordance with the breadth 
to which they are fairly, legally, and equitably entitled. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . An assembly for internal placement of a component within a vehicle 
fuel tank, the assembly comprising: 

a first housing having a first projection formed thereon; 

a second housing adjustable relative to the first housing, the second housing 

having a second projection formed thereon; 

a spring biasing the first and second housings apart; and 

a fuel tank defined in part by an first wall and a second wall, the first wall 

including a first depression sized to receive the first p 

projection, the second wall including a second depression sized to receive the 
second projection. 

2. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the first and second housings are 
located entirely within the fuel tank. 

3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein both the first and second housing 
are adjustable relative to the first and second walls of the fuel tank. 

4. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising a pin attached to the first 
housing, the first pin positioned to limit the movement of the second housing relative 
to the first housing. 
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5. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the first housing telescopically 
receives the second housing. 

6. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the first housing contains a grade 
vent valve. 

7. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising a third housing positioned 
between the first and second housings, the spring engaging the second and third 
housings to bias the second housing away from the first and third housings. 

8. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the first and second projections are 
tapered to promote seating of the first and second projections in the first and second 
depressions. 

9. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the first and second projections each 
include a key member and the first and second depressions each include a key hole 
size to receive the key member. 

10. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the first and second projections have 
a non-circular cross-sectional shape. 

11. The assembly of claim 10, wherein the first and second projections 
have an oblong cross-sectional shape. 
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12. The assembly of claim 1, wherein in the first and second depressions 
are formed on first and second plateaus raised from the surface of the first and 
second walls. 

13. The assembly of claim 12, wherein the first housing defines a first rim 
from which the first projection extends. 

14. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the first wall defines an access 
opening, the first and second depressions being horizontally spaced from the access 
opening. 

15. A component for internal placement within a vehicle fuel tank, the 
component comprising: 

a first housing and a second housing; 
a spring biasing the first and second housings apart; 
a first connection member attached to the first housing; 
a second connection member attached to the second housing 
the second housing being adjustable relative to the first housing to position 
the first and second connection members for selective engagement of the fuel tank. 

16. The component of claim 15, wherein the first and second connection 
members each include a projection. 
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17. The component of claim 16, wherein the projections are tapered to 
promote seating of the projections. 

18. The component of claim 16, wherein the projections have an oblong 
cross-sectional shape. 

19. The component of claim 15, wherein the first and second connection 
members each include a rim and a projection extending therefrom. 

20. The component of claim 15, wherein the component is located entirely 
within the fuel tank. 
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ABSTRACT 

An assembly is provided for internal placement of a component within a 
vehicle fuel tank. The assembly generally includes a two housing elements biased 
apart to retain the component within the fuel tank. The component may be non- 
destructively and selectively attached to the tank. Additional features prevent 
unwanted movement of the component relative to the fuel tank. 
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